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NEVADA BALLOT QUESTION 1:  
REFORMING HIGHER EDUCATION GOVERNANCE, 2020 
Elections & Governance Fact Sheet No. 1 | January 2021 
Prepared by: Olivia K. Cheche, Vanessa M. Booth, Caitlin J. Saladino, William E. Brown, Jr., and Fatma Nasoz 
 
PURPOSE: 
In the 2020 Election, Nevada Question 1: Remove Constitutional Status of Board of Regents Amendment (2020)1 
sought to remove the Board of Regents of the University of Nevada from the Nevada state constitution.
2
 The legal 
initiative proposed the following:  
“Shall the Nevada Constitution be amended to: (1) remove provisions governing the election and duties of the 
Board of Regents and its control and management of the State University and require the Legislature to provide 
by law for the State University’s governance, control, and management and the reasonable protection of 
individual academic freedom at Nevada’s public higher education institutions; and (2) revise the administration 
of certain federal land grant proceeds dedicated for the benefit of certain departments of the State University?” 
3
  
Question 1 failed to pass by a margin of approximately 0.3%, or less than 4,000 votes. This fact sheet details the 
breakdown of votes in each Nevada county on Question 1, as well as the share of voters who declined to vote on 
Question 1. These data are available from the 2020 election results published by the Nevada Secretary of State.
4
 
ABOUT THE DATA: 
This fact sheet explores voting data of 1,407,761 Nevadans who participated in the 2020 election through in-person 
early, mail-in, absentee, or election day voting.
5
 The Secretary of State publishes the outcomes of each race, and results 
are broken down by county. Voting data are displayed as raw vote totals and percent shares of the total vote. Also 
included are data on the number of voters who declined to vote on each of Nevada’s five ballot questions. These data 
are calculated by subtracting the “yes” and “no” votes for each ballot measure from the total number of ballots cast 
both statewide and in each county. Election results were last updated on December 17
th
, 2020 at 8:38am and have 
since been certified by the Nevada Secretary of State’s office.  
KEY FINDINGS: 
1. In the 2020 Election, Nevada Ballot Question 1 fell short of passing by a margin of 0.3%, or 3,877 votes. 
2. Clark County was the only Nevada county where the majority of voters voted in favor of Question 1. In Clark 
County, 485,822 voters (56.39%) voted in favor of Question 1 and 375,660 voters (43.61%) voted in 
opposition to Question 1. In Washoe County, 87,088 voters (38.41%) voted in favor of Question 1 and 
139,639 voters (61.59%) voted in opposition to Question 1. 
3. Clark County votes in favor of Question 1 (485,222) represent 77.59% of all votes in favor of Question 1, 
statewide. Votes against Question 1 in Clark County (375,660) total 59.62% of all votes against Question 1. 
 
1
 Ballotpedia, “Nevada Question 1, Remove Constitutional Status of Board of Regents Amendment,” 2020 
(https://ballotpedia.org/Nevada_Question_1,_Remove_Constitutional_Status_of_Board_of_Regents_Amendment_(2020) 
2
 April Corbin Girnus, “Question 1 looks to remove Board of Regents from Constitution,” 2020 (https://www.nevadacurrent.com/2020/10/05/question-1-looks-
to-remove-board-of-regents-from-constitution/) 
3
 Nevada Secretary of State, “Question No. 1 Amendment to the Nevada Constitution,” 2020 (https://www.nvsos.gov/sos/home/showdocument?id=8818) 
4
 Nevada Secretary of State, “Silver State Election Results 2020,” 2020 (https://silverstateelection.nv.gov/) 
5
 Nevada Secretary of State, “Voter Turnout,” 2020 (https://silverstateelection.nv.gov/vote-turnout/)  
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4. 151,592 voters declined to vote on Question 1, a greater number than any of the state’s four other ballot 
measures. 
Table 1 displays a breakdown by county of the votes tallied in support of and against Question 1. The percent shares 
of “yes” and “no” votes are also displayed for each county. Statewide, Question 1 lost by a margin of approximately 
0.3% (3,877 votes). Among Nevada’s 17 counties, Clark County, home to approximately 72 percent of the state 
population, is the only one to vote in favor of Question 1. In all other counties, the majority of voters voted against 
Question 1. 
Table 1: Question 1 Voting Totals, by Nevada County  
County # of “Yes” Votes Percentage (%) # of “No” Votes Percentage (%) 
Statewide 626,146 49.85 630,023 50.15 
Carson City 10,160 36.28 17,842 63.72 
Churchill 3,819 31.59 8,269 68.41 
Clark 485,822 56.39 375,660 43.61 
Douglas 9,355 30.16 21,662 69.84 
Elko 6,376 30.95 14,225 69.05 
Esmeralda 95 21.25 352 78.75 
Eureka 221 23.87 705 76.13 
Humboldt 2,022 27.50 5,331 72.50 
Lander 675 25.60 1,962 74.40 
Lincoln 592 26.11 1,675 73.89 
Lyon 8,329 29.84 19,586 70.16 
Mineral 745 34.51 1,414 65.49 
Nye 8,413 35.62 15,206 64.38 
Pershing 571 26.56 1,579 73.44 
Storey 753 28.03 1,933 71.97 
Washoe 87,088 38.41 139,639 61.59 
White Pine 1,110 27.12 2,983 72.88 
*Adapted from the Ballot Questions page of the “Silver State Election Results 2020” by the Nevada Secretary of State 
Table 2 displays a breakdown of the number of voters that declined to vote on each ballot measure, in comparison to 
a total state voter turnout of 1,407,761 voters. 151,592 voters declined to vote on Question 1, the highest total for any 
ballot measure. making it the most skipped ballot question. 




















*Adapted from the Voter Turnout Statistics page of the “Silver State Election Results 2020” by the Nevada Secretary of State  
